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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The Aboriginal People of Australia possess the oldest continuous culture on the
planet, more than 50,000 years old. This course will teach about the Dreaming and the
Land, and will celebrate the contemporary art of local aboriginal communities.
Aboriginal art is intimately connected with stories arising from the Dreaming, so
aboriginal art cannot be well understood without understanding sacred land and the
Dreaming Ancestors. While some representations occur across the Continent, "Dreaming
sites," are local and their influence is local and over particular peoples. This course will
treat all aboriginal art, but will focus on the Kimberley and the Northern Territory.
METHOD
The seminar method will be employed. The course will begin with lectures on the
Dreaming and of Aboriginal claims of their land. This will lead to examination of ancient
and contemporary Aboriginal art and music. Students will be given opportunities to
examine and particular works of art and music. They will learn about Land, its religious
and secular significance and about the struggle Aboriginals have had in protecting the
Land we all enjoy.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Attendance at class lecture and participation in discussion is expected.. Since
aboriginal culture is not well known in this country, and is often misunderstood, students
will be expected to build a bibliography books, articles and recorded performances that
reflects Australian aboriginal and indigenous culture. Students will be on the watch for
possible connections with the art of other indigenous peoples, particularly those of North
America.
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